
 

 
 The Naadam Festiva l 

Onboard  
The Trans Siberian Express – Golden Eagle  

 

 
 

A Priva te, Historic a l a nd  Cultura l Tour from 
Ulaa n Ba a ta r to  Mosc ow 

 
The Na adam Festiva l is the one a nd  only Big Event in Mongolia – a  lively na tiona l 
festiva l, held every year in July. Na ad am means “ three manly games”  a nd  is often 
referred  to as the world ’ s sec ond-oldest Olymp ics, it c elebra tes the d efinition o f 
c ivilisa tion in the Stepp es eight c enturies ago; a rc hery, wrestling  and  horse rid ing . 
The c omp etitors in the rid ing  events a re a ll c hildren aged  b etween five and  twelve, 
many of whom have been in the sadd le sinc e the age of one. As they rac e a long  
the p la ins for 20kms, thousands of spec ta tors line the remote tra c k to watc h up  to  
650 c hildren sitting  c onfidently a stride their sma ll b ut sturdy Mongolian steeds. It is 
c la imed tha t suc h eq uestrian skills won Genghis Kha n an empire tha t stretc hed  from 
the Sea of Japan a ll the way to Europe.   
 
In rec ent times, women have been a llowed to enter and  they now c ompete in two  
of the three events, horse ra c ing  a nd  a rc hery. Onc e a  religious c eremony, the 
festiva l now forma lly c ommemora tes the 1921 revolution when Mongolia dec lared  
itself a  free c ountry.  



 
This is a  unique opportunity to be among the few non-Mongolians to experienc e this 
spec ta c ular but little known festiva l a nd  soak up  the exc iting  a tmosp here of this 
na tiona l holiday. The journey c ombines the Na adam Festiva l w ith an amazing  
overland  journey to Mosc ow on board the Golden Eagle Trans-Siberian Express 
p riva te tra in. 
 

 
 

Day 1   
July 10   Saturday  
Ulaan Baatar  
Arriva l in Ulaan Baata r. Your d river w ill meet you outside of c ustoms and  baggage 
c la im and  tra nsfer you to your c entra lly loc a ted  hotel (hotel to be advised ), for a  
three night stay.  This evening  enjoy a  welc ome rec ep tion d inner a t your hotel, whilst 
you meet your fellow travelers and  a ntic ipa te the ep ic  13 day voyage tha t lies 
ahea d.  
 

Day 2   
 July 11  Sunday  

Ulaan Baatar  
Today you w ill spend  a  full d ay a t the Na adam Festiva l. You will be ab le to observe 
the elabora te op ening  c eremony whic h c onsists of loc a l danc ers, a thletes, horse 
riders a nd  music ians, before watc hing  the na tiona l horse rac e. 
 
 



 
 
 
Day 3   
 July  12  Monday  

Ulaan Baatar 
This is the day for a ll ma in c ompetitions. In the morning  you w ill a ttend  a rc hery, 
wrestling  & a  sheep a nkle bone flick c ompetition. In the a fternoon you w ill visit 
Genghis Kha n’ s ‘ 13th Century Na tiona l Park’ -a  c elebra tion of the g rea t kings of 
Mongolia.  

 
Day 4   

July 13  Tuesday  
Ulaan Baatar 
Transfer to the sta tion for board ing  of the luxurious Golden Eagle Tra ns-Siberian 
Express.   
 

Day 5  
July 14  Wednesday  
Ulan Ude  
This a fternoon the tra in a rrives in Ulan Ude, c ap ita l of the Burya t Rep ub lic.  The 
ethnic  and  c ultura l d iversity of this a rea  offers a  unique insight into its heritage.  As 
you tour the a rea  you w ill notice the d ifferent fac es and  d ress styles of these 
welcoming  peop le.  During  your explora tion of the Old  Believers Village you w ill 
have the opportunity to lea rn about the c ulture and  history of these religious peop le 
as you enjoy a  trad itiona l mea l and  c onc ert fea turing  loc a l da nc ers a nd  music ians.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
Day 6  

July 15  Thursday 
Lake Baikal  
Few na tura l sights c a n surpa ss the b eauty and  g randeur of Lake Ba ika l.  For five  
hours the tra in w ill w ind  its way through tunnels a nd  a long  c liff hugg ing  trac ks above 
the lake w ith a  vista  of snow c ap ped  peaks a long  the fa r shore forming  a  p ic ture-
perfec t bac kdrop .  Lake Ba ika l is the deepest lake in the world and  holds 20% of the 
world ’ s freshwater.  Also known as the ‘Pearl of Siberia ’  it is home to a  unique b reed  
of freshwater sea l and  over fifty spec ies of fish inc lud ing  omul which w ill be served  in 
the d ining  c ar for some mea ls.   
 
Weather permitting , the tra in w ill stop  a t one of Ba ika l’s p ic turesque a nd  sec lud ed  
bays to enjoy a  delic ious BBQ of freshly smoked fish p repared  by the tra in’ s own 
c hefs.  For the b rave hearted , there is even time for a  refreshing  swim in the c rysta l 
c lear wa ters. You will a lso visit Listvyanka , a  sma ll Ba ika l settlement nestling  a t the 
base of the surround ing  hills.  

 
Day 7  
 July 16  Friday   

Irkutsk  
Arriva l in Irkutsk, the ‘Paris of Siberia ’ , where today’ s visit is of the most significant sites 
and  museums in this fasc ina ting  c ity  inc ludes an explora tion of the c lassic  wooden 
a rc hitec ture tha t has g iven many of this reg ion’ s buildings suc h a  d istinc tive and  
unique app eara nc e. Next, you w ill visit the Dec embrist House museum whic h is 
ded ica ted  to the memory of the exiled  a ristoc ra ts who were forc ed  to flee to this 
remote outpost a fter the fa iled  revolution of 1825.  Here you c an enjoy a  p riva te 
c onc ert b efore returning  to the tra in for d inner. 

 



 
 
Day 8    

July 17  Saturday  
Onboard the Golden Eagle 
A day to unwind  a nd  reflec t on the sights you have experienc ed  on the journey so  
fa r.  Take the time to c ha t w ith your fellow passeng ers, p erhaps learn a  few words of 
Russian or simp ly enjoy the ever c ha ng ing  land sc ap e outside your w indow as it 
unfo lds.  

 
Day 9    
 July 18  Sunday  

Novosibirsk 
This morning  the Golden Eag le a rrives in the modern ‘Soviet’  c ity of Novosibirsk 
where you w ill have the opportunity to experienc e the life and  c harac ter of the 
c ity’ s rich c ulture where the a rts, sc ienc e and  litera ture p redomina te.  Your c ity tour 
w ill inc lud e the exterior of the Opera  House, a n a rc hitec tura l marvel whic h houses 
two permanent ba llet and  opera  c ompanies a nd  is the la rgest opera  house in the  
world. In front of the Op era  House, there is an imposing  sta tue of Lenin – a  
marvelous opportunity to have your photograph taken with this ic onic  politica l 
leader.   

 
Day 10  
 July 19  Mon day  
 Yekaterinburg 

Found ed in 1723 by Peter the Grea t, the third  largest Russian c ity is a lso the c ap ita l 
of the Ura ls.  The c ultura l a nd  a rc hitec tura l influenc es of European a nd  Asian 
c iviliza tions c ome together in this fa sc ina ting  and  c osmopolitan land sc ap e.  Your 
guide w ill take you on a  c ity tour which inc lud es the site where Tsar Nic holas II wa s 
exec uted  w ith his family by the Bolsheviks in 1918.   Now a  c hurc h d ed ica ted  to their 
memory, this site p rovides a  powerful insight into the turmoil of the Russian 
Revolution.  This a fternoon the tra in w ill c ross the Europ e/ Asia d ivide a fter we leave  
the historic  c ity of Yeka terinburg . 

 



 
Day 11  
 July 20  Tuesday  

Kazan  
You spend your last full day on board  the Golden Eag le today. Arriva l a t the 
p ic turesque and  historic  c ity of Kazan by mid-morning .  Situa ted  on the River Volga , 
Kazan is the c ap ita l of Ta ta rstan.  You will have the opportunity to this c ity’ s ric h 
tapestry of history a nd  c ulture.  One of the highlights of this c ity tour is an explora tion 
of the Kremlin Fortress, a  UNESCO World Heritage Site.  Within the wa lls of this a nc ient 
c itadel you w ill explore its stunning  mosque and  onion-domed c a thedra l.  
 

 
 
Day 1 2 
 July 21  Wednes day  

Moscow  
Af ter traveling  a long  this ep ic  route we a rrive in Mosc ow.  Your c ity tour of Mosc ow 
takes you to Red Sq uare, a n iconic  symbol of Russia’ s former milita ry a nd  politica l 
might.  Here you w ill see an ec lec tic  mix of fasc ina ting  a rc hitec ture, suc h as the 
orna te St Basil’s Ca thedra l w ith its magnific ent onion-domed sp ires, the g randeur of 
The Kremlin a nd  the somber and  evoc a tive site of Lenin’ s tomb.  Af ter your tour, you 
w ill be tra nsferred  to the luxurious five-sta r Marriott Aurora  (or similar) loc a ted  in the  
heart of this vibra nt c ity. Your fina l evening  is spent saying  goodbye to your fellow 
traveling  c ompanions and  friend s a t the fa rewell d inner. 

 
Day 1 3 
 July 22   Thursday  
 Moscow 

Today your d river w ill meet you a t the hotel and  tra nsfer you to the a irport for 
departure on your onward  flight.  
 



Price:   
New Heritage Class $7,995.00 per person, doub le oc c upanc y. 
    $11,195.00 sing le oc c upa nc y 

 
Silver Class   $12,795.00 per person, doub le oc c upa nc y. 
    $18,495.00 sing le oc c upa nc y 
 
Gold Class   $15,795.00 per person, doub le oc c upa nc y 

$22,195.00 sing le oc c upa nc y 
         
Prices a re p er person for the fully inc lusive tour Ulaan Baata r to Mosc ow. Air-fa re is not 
inc lud ed . 
Prices a re sub jec t to c ha nge until deposit is rec eived . 
 
Nadaam Festival: Ulaan Baatar to Moscow (2010)  
July 10-22 
 
General Information:  
A full passport w ith a t least six months va lid ity from the sta rt of the tour is required  a long  
w ith a  Russian Visa . Non-US c itizens a re required  to ob ta in a  Mongolian visa . 
 
Sub jec t to bookings, this tour may a lso be opera ted  in the reverse d irec tion on the same 
da tes or c a nc elled . 
 
A deposit in the amount of $2,500 per person is required  on a ll New Heritage and  Silver 
Class c ab ins and  a  deposit in the amount of $3,000 is required  on a ll Gold Class bookings. 
 
Your itinera ry inc ludes… 
 
Accommodations  

 
Ulaan Baata r 

Three (3) nights  in a  c entra lly loc a ted  hotel (Hotel to be advised ); Tax and  Buffet 
Breakfast inc luded  da ily. 
 

Golden Eagle, Trans Siberian Express  
One Cabin for Eight (8) nights  on board  the Golden Eag le Tra ns Siberian Express.  

 
Moscow  

One (1) night  a t the Marriott Aurora ; Tax and  Buffet Breakfast inc lud ed  da ily. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gold Class Cabins:  

                          
Gold Class Cars a re purpose-built, new c a rriages designed  for the 21st c entury to offer 
top-c lass c omfort and  service, which equa ls the b est luxury tra ins in the world today. Eac h 
c arriage ha s four c ompartments which c an be c onfigured  for doub le, tw in or sing le 
oc c upa nc y, w ith the lower berth c onverting  into a  c omfortab le sofa  for daytime travel. 
Eac h c ompartment offers 77 square feet of spac e and  fea tures its own p riva te shower 
and  to ilet fac ilities and  has a  wardrobe, a ud io system, DVD/ VCR with the latest flat, 
p lasma sc reens a nd  a ir c ond itioning  w ith ind ividua l c limate c ontro l by remote hand set. 
 
Silver Class Cabins:  
 

           
The Silver Class Carriage p rovides c omplete c omfort for our passengers. These newly 
added c ab ins a re slightly sma ller than Gold Class Cab ins offering  60 square feet, but still 
have modern en-suite fac ilities w ith a  sma ller shower a rea . The sleep ers a re mod ern 
a irc ond itioned  c ars built in Germa ny. They a re c ozy and  c omfortab le, and  p rovide an 
idea l method  of transport for the remote a reas of Russia tha t you w ill visit. Eac h c ar has six 
tw in c ompartments, a ll fitted  w ith one up per berth and  one lower berth tha t c onverts to a  
sofa  sea ting  for daytime travel. 
 
There is amp le spac e for luggage storage the lower bed  a nd  for suitc a ses in a  rec ess 
above the c orridor a rea . Clothes ha ngers a re p rovided  a nd  the c ars a re well appointed  
w ith mirrors, bedside tab le, rea d ing  lamps and  spa c e for the storage of sma ll items. 
 



New Heritage Class  Cabins:  

 
The New Heritage Carriage p rovides c omfort for passengers a t 39 squa re feet. There is a  
separa te shower c ompartment a nd  shared  fac ilities as these c a b ins do not have en-suite 
ba throom fac ilities.  Eac h c a r has nine tw in c ompartments, a ll fitted  w ith one upp er berth 
and  one lower b erth bed  tha t c onvert to sofa  sea ting  for daytime travel.  There is sp ac e 
for luggage storage under ea c h b ed  and  for suitc ases in a  rec ess above the c orridor 
a rea . Clothes hangers a re p rovided  and  the c ars a re well appointed  w ith mirrors, b edside 
tab le, and  spac e for the storage of sma ll items.  Eac h New Heritag e c ab in has a  wa sh 
basin for added c onvenienc e. 
 

The Tour Includes:  
*All mea ls. 
*Wine, b eer a nd  soft d rinks p rovided  w ith Lunc h and  Dinner. 
*Experienc ed  tour representa tives throughout the tour. 
*Russian Interp reters ab le to speak Eng lish, German, Frenc h a nd  Ita lian. 
*Comprehensive off-tra in sightseeing  p rogram as deta iled  in the itinera ry. Please note tha t 
a ll touring  is w ith fellow-passengers a t a ll times. 
*A doc tor who travels w ith the tra in throughout the tour. 
*Complimenta ry tea , c offee and  minera l wa ter throughout the tour from your c a r 
a ttenda nt. 
 

The Tour Does Not Include:  
*Travel c a nc ellation insura nc e. 
*Charges of a  persona l na ture on the tra in or a t the hotels (laundry, telephone, bar 
ac c ount, etc .) 
*Visas (as required) or Excess Baggage Charges, Airport Departure Taxes, Vac c ina tion or 
Med ica l Costs. 
 

Options and Extensions:  
Please c ontac t Exeter Interna tiona l for tour extensions a nd  op tions in Russia. All tour 
extensions a re on a  p riva te c ustomized  b asis. 
 

Exeter International  
Tel: (813) 251-5355 Fax: (813) 251-6685 
Email: tours@exeterinterna tiona l.c om 

111 South Dakota  Avenue, Tampa. Florida  33606 
www.ExeterInterna tiona l.c om  


